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CASTLE-CONNEL, or STRADBALLY, a
parish and post-town, chiefly in the
county of LIMERICK, and province of
MUNSTER, but partly in the barony of
OWNEY-AND-ARRA, county of
TIPPERARY, and partly in that of
CLANWILLIAM, county of LIMERICK,
5½ miles (N. E.) from Limerick, and 88
(S. W. by W.) from Dublin; containing
5616 inhabitants, of which number, 1313
are in the town. This place, which was
anciently called Carrig-Cnuil, derives its
name from an ancient fortress, originally
a seat of the O'Briens, Kings of
Thomond, and in which a grandson of
Brian Boroihme is said to have been
treacherously murdered by the reigning
prince. At the period of the English
invasion this was a fortress of some
eminence.

In 1199 King John granted five knights
fees to William de Burgh, a baron of the
family of Fi�-Aldelm, in which was
included this parish, with a condition
that he should erect a castle therein. This
and the adjoining parishes were the first
places in Limerick of which the English
obtained possession. In 1578 Queen
Elizabeth wrote le�ers of condolence to
William de Burgh for the loss of his
eldest son, who was slain in a skirmish
with the Earl of Desmond, and the same
year created him Baron of Castle-Connel,
and gave him a yearly pension of 100
marks. In the war of 1641 Lord Castle-
Connel forfeited his estate and title,
which were restored on the accession of
Jas. II.; the title became extinct in 1691,
but the estate continues in the De Burgh
family.
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In 1651 a strong garrison was placed in
the castle by Gen. Ireton, while on his
march to blockade Limerick.It was
strongly garrisoned by the troops of Jas.
II. In 1690, but on the 12th of August, in
that year, was surrendered at discretion
by Capt. Barnwell to Brigadier Steuart.
On the retreat of the English army, it was
again garrisoned by James's troops,
which in the following year defended it
for two days against the Prince of Hesse
Darmstadt, and after its surrender it was
blown up by order of Gen. De Ginkell.

The town, which is pleasantly situated
on the eastern bank of the Shannon,
which separates Limerick from Clare,
lies a mile and a half west of the Dublin
road, and in 1831 contained 178 houses,
many of which are handsome villas and
co�ages of modern erection. It is
resorted to during the summer, for the
benefit of its spa, the waters of which
resemble those of Spa in Germany, The
soil around it is of a calcareous nature,
and the sediment of the water has been
successfully applied for the cure of
ulcers, while the waters have proved
very efficacious in scorbutic affections,
bilious complaints, obstructions in the
liver, jaundice, and worms; they are a
strong chalybeate, having a mixture of
absorbent earth and marine salt.
Treatises have been wri�en on their
nature, and many persons are stated to
have been cured by them, after
ineffectually trying the continental spas.
The waters rise from between limestone
and basalt, filtering through a thin layer
of blue unctuous earth, and yielding a
constant supply. The spring is enclosed
in a mean building, and the surplus
water flows into the Shannon. There are
two good hotels and a number of
commodious lodging houses in the

town; a coach runs daily to Limerick,
and there is a daily post. A constabulary
police force has been stationed here, and
pe�y sessions are held every alternate
Monday. There is a patent for fairs on
Easter- Monday, June 1st, July 16th, and
Oct. 4th, of which only the first is now
held.

The parish comprises 5850 statute acres,
as applo�ed under the tithe act, about
three-fourths of which are arable and
pasture land, and the remainder is
common pasture and reclaimable bog on
the bank of the Shannon: it contains also
a large undefined portion of the bog of
Allen. The lands are principally under
tillage; the soil is fertile, and the system
of agriculture rapidly improving by the
introduction of green crops; limestone is
abundant. The bulk of the inhabitants
are agriculturists, or dependent on the
visitors to the spa; but many obtain
employment in cu�ing turf and
conveying it to Limerick, particularly for
its large distillery; River Lawn, a mile
below the town, is an extensive bleach-
green and mill; and at Annaco�y, near
Mount Shannon, one of the first paper-
mills established in Ireland was erected
by Mr. Joseph Sexton. The parish is
connected with the county of Clare by an
ancient structure called O'Brien's Bridge,
originally built by one of the royal line of
Thomond, and in later times often
strongly contested by the various parties
who strove to obtain possession either of
the important fortress of Castle-Connel,
or the wealthy city of Limerick.

It was partially destroyed by the Earl of
Ormonde, in 1556, but was soon
afterwards restored. The Shannon is not
navigable here until within about a mile
of the bridge, where the canal from the
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Clare side joins the river, there being
many shoals, rocks, and cascades in its
channel. It abounds with trout and
salmon, of which la�er there is a
valuable fishery at the waterfall called
the Leap. The falls here are numerous,
there being a descent of 50 feet in less
than three miles, and add greatly to the
beauty of the scenery, which is
embellished with the mansions and
parks of the neighbouring gentry, and
the ruins of three ancient castles, that of
Castle-Connel being in the parish, and
those of Newcastle and Castle-Troy
being distinctly visible from its higher
parts, while the Keeper mountains form
a noble background on the north-east.
The climate is good, the air remarkably
pure, and great improvements have
recently been made by reclaiming bog,
&c., particularly by the proprietors of the
Limerick distillery. Among the seats, the
most distinguished is Mount Shannon,
the residence of the Earl of Clare, and
one of the finest mansions in the South
of Ireland: the hall and library are
particularly entitled to notice, and the
grounds are laid out with great taste.
Not far distant is Hermitage, the
beautiful seat of Lord Massy; Caherline,
of W. H. Gabbe�, Esq.; Prospect, of
Godfrey Massy, Esq; New Garden, of
Massy Ryves, Esq.; Shannon View, of W.
White, Esq.; Belmont, of Capt.
Stackpoole; Woodlands, of J. Tuthill,
Esq.; Castle-Connel House, of H. O.
Callaghan, Esq.; Stormont, of Mrs. Kelly;
Doonass, of Sir Hugh Dillon Massy,
Bart.; Fairy Hall, of H. O. Bridgeman,
Esq.; and Mulcaher, of the Rev. J.
Crampton. A handsome range of well-
built houses, called the Tontine, three
stories high, with projecting roofs, was
erected here in 1812, by the late W.

Gabbe�, Esq., from a fund raised by
subscription; but not answering the
expectation of the subscribers, they have
been sold. Opposite these buildings is an
island of about four acres, connected
with the main land by a causeway 23 feet
wide. About two miles north of Castle-
Connel is the small but pre�y village of
Montpelier, which has a sulphureous
spa of great virtue in ulcerous and
cutaneous diseases; but in consequence
of other water being allowed to mingle
with it, its efficacy has been diminished
and few resort to it.

The living is a rectory and vicarage, in
the diocese of Killaloe, episcopally
united, in 1803, to the rectory and
vicarage of Kilnegaruff, and in the
patronage of the Bishop: the tithes
amount to £244. 12. 3d., and of the
benefice to £516. 7. 1d. The church,
erected in 1809, by aid of a grant of £250
from the late Board of First Fruits, was
greatly enlarged in 1830, and is now a
beautiful cruciform edifice with a lofty
octagonal spire. There is no glebe-house,
but a glebe of 2a. Or. 14p. The R. C.
union is co-extensive with that of the
Established Church; the chapel is a large
plain edifice. The parochial schools are
chiefly supported by the rector and there
are a female school near Mount
Shannon, supported by Lady Isabella
Fi�gibbon, and an infants' school
supported by voluntary contributions. In
these schools are about 90 boys and 180
girls; and there are four private schools,
in which are about 260 children. A
dispensary was established in 1819. The
only remains of the ancient and strong
fortress of Castle-Connel are part of the
tower and fragments of some other
parts, situated on an isolated limestone
rock, having an area of 42 yards by 27.

enhance your user experience
By clicking the Accept button, you agree to
us doing so. 

We use cookies on this site to
enhance your user experience

 



3/19/23, 7:56 AM GENUKI: Stradbally, Limerick

https://www.genuki.org.uk/big/irl/LIM/Stradbally 4/5

The only other vestige of antiquity is on
the island opposite the Tontine, which
was formerly called Inis-cluan; it consists
of the remains of a friary, founded in
1291 by Renald de Burgh, for

Franciscans, and has lately been
converted into out-houses to a
handsome newly erected co�age.

from Lewis's Topographical Dictionary of
Ireland, 1837.

Church History
Castleconnell - Catholic Parish

Description & Travel
Castleconnell on wikipedia

You can see pictures of Stradbally which are provided by:

Geograph
Flickr

Gazetteers
The transcription of the section for this parish from the National Gazetteer (1868),
provided by Colin Hinson.

Ask for a calculation of the distance from Stradbally to another place.

Historical Geography
The civil parish of Stradbally contained the townlands of:
Ballynacourty, Ballynagowan, Ballyvollane, Brackloon, Bunkey, Carrowkeel,
Castleconnell / Caislean Ui Chonaill, Cloon and Commons, Coolbane, Coolready,
Coolreiry, Derreen, Derryhasna, Derrylusk, Drominboy, Fairhall, Gardenhill,
Garraunykee, Gooig, Gortnalahagh, Hermitage, Huntingstown, Knockbrack East,
Knockbrack West, Lacka, Lisnagry, Montpelier, Mountshannon, Newgarden North,
Newgarden South, Park, Parkwood, Portcrusha, Prospect, Richhill, Rivers, Ruan,
Sallymount, Stradbally North, Stradbally South, Woodpark, Woodroad,

Land & Property
Tithe Applotment Books for county Limerick and its  parishes are available online
on the National Archives of Ireland website

The entry for Stradbally from Griffiths Valuation 1847/64

Maps
You can see maps centred on OSI grid reference R6597362532 (Lat/Lon:
52.71321, -8.504208), Stradbally which are provided by:

enhance your user experience
By clicking the Accept button, you agree to
us doing so. 

We use cookies on this site to
enhance your user experience

 

https://www.genuki.org.uk/big/irl/LIM/Stradbally/castleconnellparish
https://www.genuki.org.uk/node/201127/topicgroup/45
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Castleconnell
http://www.geograph.org.uk/gridref/R6597362532
http://www.flickr.com/nearby/52.71321,-8.504208
https://www.genuki.org.uk/node/201127/topicgroup/2
https://www.genuki.org.uk/big/irl/LIM/Stradbally/StradballyGaz1868
https://www.genuki.org.uk/gazetteer/howfar?from=201126
https://www.genuki.org.uk/node/201127/topicgroup/56
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.691413%2C%20-8.501004_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Ballynacourty
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.6794%2C%20-8.502731_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Ballynagowan
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.685228%2C%20-8.534575_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Ballyvollane
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.697141%2C%20-8.484921_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Brackloon
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.698858%2C%20-8.467884_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Bunkey
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.675341%2C%20-8.513632_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Carrowkeel
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.715603%2C%20-8.493118_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Castleconnell%20/%20Caislean%20Ui%20Chonaill
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.717163%2C%20-8.492861_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Cloon%20and%20Commons
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.710455%2C%20-8.49844_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Coolbane
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.73889%2C%20-8.48608_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Coolready
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.710689%2C%20-8.488162_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Coolreiry
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.724597%2C%20-8.490844_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Derreen
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.746476%2C%20-8.481274_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Derryhasna
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.731822%2C%20-8.487711_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Derrylusk
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.686685%2C%20-8.491058_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Drominboy
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.752503%2C%20-8.484621_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Fairhall
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.702811%2C%20-8.478184_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Gardenhill
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.672791%2C%20-8.52582_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Garraunykee
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.725065%2C%20-8.48299_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Gooig
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.696907%2C%20-8.49196_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Gortnalahagh
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.699742%2C%20-8.513374_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Hermitage
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.702811%2C%20-8.487647_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Huntingstown
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.683719%2C%20-8.493719_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Knockbrack%20East
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.682679%2C%20-8.497496_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Knockbrack%20West
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.725533%2C%20-8.498611_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Lacka
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.687465%2C%20-8.512001_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Lisnagry
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.748347%2C%20-8.495178_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Montpelier
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.680285%2C%20-8.521099_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Mountshannon
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.697297%2C%20-8.520069_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Newgarden%20North
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.68965%2C%20-8.504019_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Newgarden%20South
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.698156%2C%20-8.500113_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Park
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.698962%2C%20-8.492861_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Parkwood
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.738266%2C%20-8.501959_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Portcrusha
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.696153%2C%20-8.533373_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Prospect
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.67862%2C%20-8.509169_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Richhill
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.678568%2C%20-8.538694_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Rivers
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.700002%2C%20-8.504963_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Ruan
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.695139%2C%20-8.496273_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Sallymount
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.706243%2C%20-8.504534_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Stradbally%20North
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.703045%2C%20-8.507109_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Stradbally%20South
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.706659%2C%20-8.489299_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Woodpark
https://www.genuki.org.uk/maps/lmap?LL=_52.6922%2C%20-8.487024_&COUNTRY=3&PLACE=Woodroad
https://www.genuki.org.uk/node/201127/topicgroup/61
http://titheapplotmentbooks.nationalarchives.ie/pagestab/Limerick/
https://www.askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation/index.xml?action=doPlaceSearch&countyname=LIMERICK&parishname=STRADBALLY
https://www.genuki.org.uk/node/201127/topicgroup/65


3/19/23, 7:56 AM GENUKI: Stradbally, Limerick

https://www.genuki.org.uk/big/irl/LIM/Stradbally 5/5

Last updated Tue, 07/02/2023 - 13:04 - maintained by Team
Ireland

GENUKI is a registered trade mark of the charitable trust GENUKI Copyright ©
2015, GENUKI. Hosted by Mythic Beasts Ltd.

OpenStreetMap
Google Maps
Bing (was Multimap)
Copy Stradbally  and paste it along with the county name into the search box
at Ordnance Survey Ireland.
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